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On moliou of Mr Martin the Senate adjourned until 3 o'cloc4 
P.:M. 

3 O'CLocx:, P. M. 
Senate met-roll called-quorum present. 
'l'he first reading of the code of civil procedure, "as re-· 

•urned. 
On motion of 1Ur "Weatherford the rule of the Sennte devot

ing the evening_ session of the Senate exch1siv{.ly to rhe con~id. 
crntion ot the code of civH procednre, \vas suspended. 

Mr \Ventherford \nt•·oduc1.'d a hill to defiuc the rcser\·e in t!H~ 
14th seclion of an ;:~ct c:nlittcd, An net ro provid~ for 1hc consiru1;
lion of lhe Mississippi and Pacific Hail Hoad Company; read 
first tin1e. 

On n1otio11 of 1\fr \V.cntlicrford the ralc \VOS su!'pcnc.led, bili 
read iecond tirnc, and rcfCrrect to con11nittee on Jntcrnnl lm--
provcn1ents. . ' 

Mr Pedigo introducr-d a hill for the relief of Sarnuel l~owc; 
read first tiine. 

On tnotion of r.·lr Grirnes. the rcsol11tinn ofiCred by hl111 on. 
yester<lll.y, chnnging the rule Ot tl1e Suuat~ n!quiring u bill to u(~ 
read on t~vo several dnys bcfiJre retf.ircncc 1 \Vas taken up a.n<l 
ndopted. . 

On motion of_~Jr l~ui1111 1hc Senate ndjournetl until 9 o'clock: 
to.morro\v ruorn1ng-. 

~:~\.TtJltDAY, f)i.:c. 1:ilh, 1855. 
~l'hc Seunle rflct pursnant tn aj0ur11111cnt-roll calli:.d-q11orn1n 

prC::sc11t. 'l'l:c Journal •1\. ycslerday \Vns rcatl nn(l adopted. 
1\[r Pt)tlcr pre~-·:::nted rh.~ peiitirJll of Stephen 'Vhit11cy, referred 

10 tile co1n111ittee on PuiJ;ic debt. 
~Ir l"'nhncr p:escnte<l the petition of the heirs t1f J:unos i\l. 

Itosc, r;!ferrcd to the conunill•'e on priv;:~te land ci;:in1s No. I. 
Mr Pa11ncr n.lso pres1~ntcd t!1t! putiti1'>n oft\\ociti,~Jnsni' l-larri:i 

county, referrc<l to tho cotn'.ni1le•.! on lnl,.!rn:.\l lu1pl'•)\l'tJtnants. 
Ye Potter ch:iirn1iln of t~1c ciJ1nmiLtec on the Judicittry, rn:tdt! 

the following report•. 
1,he JtJdiciary connnitte0 IHiY-e consi<lerciJ tile joint resolu· 

lion proposing <'111 nna•nd1n1~llt 10 th\! consliturion of the Stattt,, 
and direct n1e to return the ~-aiue to the Senate and cnrnestl1;· 
fBCO 1nmcnd it~ p3SEOge. rrhc object of the proposed n.mcnd
men\. is to adopt a fixed systc1n in rn1ation to our public dom:,in. 
which shall 1uake it avaitah!:! tn the S~atc as on £<lucntio11al and 
Internal Imprivement tand. It gives ronr years, \Vith1n whic!\ 
all thv demnnds ngainst the S•ntc for land, nre 10 be liquidated. 
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li'ld after tho.I time, prohibits the legislnture from. !ll•kiilg ~ny 
use of the lands e:x:cept for purposes of Edur.allon nod Jn. 
ternnl Improvements, unless by a vote of two-thirds of the Leg
islature. It also makes it the duly of the Legislahire'·to pro
vidtj for the sectiouizing nnd sale 0fthe vacant lands by- g.enernl 
lnws, l\t n~ early n day a.s pi'ncticllble. · '• 

Tho Judiciary committee have considered a bill for the relief 
of citizens of Nn\'nrro connty, nnd retl1rn the san1e tQ the Sena~~ 
with n substitute, which is herewith presented, ·and recommend 
the adoption of the substitute nnd the passnge of the btll. 'fhe 
object of the hill is to relinqnish to tbe county of Navarro the 
Stale Taxes for the years !85G and 1857, ond the ohject of the 
substitute is to make ~he r~linq11ishn1ent general to all the coun
ties of the State frlr the t::nmc period. 

The Judiciary committee have considered the petition of 
Horace J ... lJ pshnr,-praying that the:_nan1e of llosalin Hernandes, 
mny be char.ged to that of Maria Rosnl1a Upshur, and majority 
of lhe con11ni11ee nre of opinion, tl}<lt for the rensons stated in the 
petition, the prayer thereof shonld be granted. The committee 
therefore direct 1ne to report to the Senate tile nccornpanying 
Uill, nnd rec01!1111cnd its passage. 

A hi 11 to change the ;iume of Rosalia Hernandes to l'rlnria 
Rosalia Upshnr--reod first lime. 

J\-Ir Supcrvielc fro1u the comn1ittce on the J udicinry made the 
following report: 

'rhe co1n1ni1tce on th('! Jndicinry, to \Vhich was referred n bill 
nuthorizing tile use of the !Spanish lan~ungc before the Justice 
cvnns, in certain cnses nnd in the conuties \Vest or the Guada
lupe river, hnve hnd the snrnP under considetution i your com
lnittee hnvP. considered 1hat there arc nt present \Vithin several 
counties in the State, precincts exclusively inhabited by citizens 
of Mexican origin, \vho are entirely unacquainted \Vith the Eng· 
Jish langnn_.g-e, and to enforco the ]n\v in those precincts t\vu 
Justices of the peace nre required to be elected ns in other pre
ciucts of the Stale. This bill hns a commeudnble object; it i• 
to 1nake Jnstico nnifortn in those precincts, and \\1hat is still 
more, to render it possible. Without the provisions of this hill, 
a part of our citizens \Vould he deprived of the advautnges seen red 
to them by onr fro1n of governtnent, Which guarantees to them 
the 1neans of obtaining speedy justice in the precincts of their 
residence. Tllis \a\v cannot prejudice our American born citi
zens, ns its operation is confined to those limits \Vhere its neces
sity is felt, nnd to those persons for whom it is indispensable. 
'f!iercforP. n in:1jority of yonr. con1mittee hnve ins.trnCted me to 
: eport back tltr: aforesnid bill, nnd to recomn1P.nd its passage. 
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Mr Wren from the committee on Claims and Accounts !11 
\vhich was referred a bill for the relief of Jesse Dean, reported 
the same back, recornmendiug its passage. 

Mr Hill from the committee on private land claims made the 
followiug report: the connuittee 011 private land claims, have 
considered the petition of f'rancis Blundell and find that he 
ernigrated to Texas on the 9th of Nove1nber LS~~5, married in 
Red River county in 1836, and' that he iias continued lo reside 
in Texas with his family up lo the present time; that he was in· 
the service of Capt. Becknell in 1835, and afterwards in the 
ranging service under Capt. Stout, for \vhic.h ~c !111s receiyed 
his pay, and bounty land. He !ms also received his hend-ngh1 
as a single 111n11 and no\v asks for nn nugmentntion grnnt oft,vo
thirds of fl League a11<1 one labor of laud, ns the l1ead of a 
family. The corn111it1re nre satisfied fro111 the evidence bt!forP. 
them that the pe1i1ioner is enlitled to the telief son~ht aud 
have instructed me I<> report ll1e following bill for Lis relief and 
r~commend its pass<1ge. 

A bill for the relief of Francis Blundell, read first time. 
Mr Quinn. chairn1au of the con1mi1tec on engrossed bills 

reported as correc1ly engrossed "A llill to arncl1d the net ofF'eb'y 
5th 1~4:1, entitled nn net of lin1i1ntions. 

Mr },lanagnn chairrnan of the co1nnlittee 011 Internal l111prov
ments, tnade the followi11g reports: 

rrhe corn1nittec on Internal I1nprovn1ents have liad beforc
thc1n a bill a1nendiug and supple1nenfnry roan net to lncorpornle 
tho llendcrson nnd Burkeville Rail Ru·\d Con1pnny, approved 
January 27th 185•1, nr.d the committee are satisfied, that the 
contrnct has been let ton responsible commpany for the bnildinc
of tho said l{ond, and they nre no\v npon the ground snrveyin~ 
.:intl preparing for \vork; your comn1ittee nlso find that It is 
impussible fi)r the co1npany to coniplete the first t\venty-tivc 
1uiles, ag_recnhle to tilu requirn1ents of the ori,g-innl charter; but 
being snusfic<l that it is really the intention of this con1pa11y to 
go for\var<l in good faith und to co1npJere the sn:11e at an earl\~ 
period; they conclude further time should be extended, partic
ularly \vhen it is recollected that this is n very iniportant roa<l 
tor lhe several counties throngh \VLich it runs) nnd tliat it does 
l1 1)l couflict with any other charter; tllld in the nruendn1enr, the 
vi~\\'S of the Governor are incorporated, requiring the principle 
ofhce to be kept on the road, \vhich nlso fully 1neets the vie\vs of 
rllt~ cotnrnittee; your cotnmittee reco1n1nend the passnge of tl1e 
L1!l. 

The eommitlee on Internal Improvements lo which wns refer
red, n bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red River Railroad 



221 

company, and supplementary to the several acts incorporating 
~aid co1npuny, hnvo 1nve!ilt1gntcd the sa1ne, report the same bncL: 
nnd recommend its passnge. . . 

Tl1e object of this bill is to extend to this company the benefits 
nf the la\v granting lands to Rail roads upon the cornplelion of 
the first t\venty-five 1niles of their road \vithiu six n1011tlis Jron1 
the 30th dny of January. It hus b•e11 show11 to thesatisfaetio11 
of the con11uittee, that this co111pauy have cou1pletLd their grnde 
in n good nnd subslnntial n1unner for t\renty-five iniles nn<l 
that they ure llO\V proscculiug their \Vork \Vith vigor, nnd \Vi11 
have son1e eight or ten n1iles of their road con1pleted nn<l in rnn
nin~ order by the last of ,Tnnuary. It \Vns &!Jow11 lo the con1-
111it1t~e, that they ha\·e nlrc<:1<ly pu!cl1ased and received their 
loca~notivc und n!I the iron 11ecessn1y fur 1he co111plt>!l0Jl of 1!1µ 
Hrst l\\.'entr-five rniles in n very short time~ vour c1..Hlln1ittee 
therc!ore tf1ink it the policy of" the Stare tu con.ti1i11e tn enc our· 
age those roaiJs, \Vldch sho\v that they are actnall}r nt \\'Ol'k und 
fHozressing into the connrry. 

J\lr Arnistrnng chairman (lf the con1111ittec on counties nnfil 
co~ritv bonndnr1e~, to \vhich \Vi\3 referred a bill to fix 1he En&t
ern bOnntlnry line of Buslrup county1 rP.portei the sanie back 
reconuneut.ling- ils pnssnge. 

n-Ir i\rtn!'-ltrong- clu,inuan of the !'C11nc con1nli1tee 1nac.le tile 
follO\\'iug 1epon: ~l'he comn1ittce on Cou11t.r bot1ndnries hnva 
collsideretl the p1!ti!ion of ce1 tnin cil.i:t.ell!' of I.in1esto11e co1111ty
n11d reco1u1nend that they be relieved hy the pas~nge of the iol
ltnv i ni;r bi! I : 

1\ bill to perrnn.nenLly locate the connty·scnl of l,i1nesto11e 
county-read first lill1e. 

On motion of Mr Millican. ~[r :McC11lloch was adde'l to the 
~otlltuitren on connti(!s nnd c~u11tv bonndflrie:<. 

d[r "\Vliitaker chnirnutn of tl;e com~nit1ee on prirnle land 
c!ai11is Nn. 2, nlacle the.follo\ving report: 'l'llt! con1mi.ttee <lll 

private land claiu1s No. 2, to \Vhich \VnS referred the petition of 
.IUi.111 [1elauado, 011 exa111i11ution Jjnd it is a c]nin1 f0r n1oney n11cl 
npproprintely be!onzs to the con1n1ittee on clnims and ncconnts: 
1hcy thereti1re beg- lfu.ve to·retnrn it to the Senate nnd reco1u· 
n1e11d its reference to said co1111nittee. 

l\ir Arnl'•trong chair1nnn of 1he comn1i1tee on county houncJn. 
rie~, to \VliicL. 'vns referred n bill to crente the county of Coddo, 
reported the sarne back, reco1nrncndi11g its passage. 

Mr Allen, fron1 the con1mittee on intPrna1 improvements, to 
wnich was referred" bill to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso 
3nd l'acific Rail Road company, reported the same back rc
co1n1ncnding its passnge. 
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Mr McDade ii1tro<luced n bill for the relief of John S lllll ; 
read first and second tiinc.s anJ referred to the connnittce on 
private J,wd claims No l. 

~[r Bu1To117hs introduced a bill for tile relief of Almnnzon 
Tlouston and Jnhu Lo\·c; rend 1st and 2d tin1cs aud referred to 
CO!lHnitt('C '-'ll privnte Jand c};1i1llS t'lro 2. 

Mr Palmer introduced a bill to permit the city of Houston 
to levy a special tax for r:til road purposes; read 1st and 2n<l 
1 irncs and rcfCrred to tile co1ninittec on internal i1nprove111cnts. 

:.\fr l\lcOnllocll i ur rod need a. hill to incorporate the Quadnl upc 
bridge cn111pauy j read. 1st n11cl 2? t!n1c::; and referred to the 
eu111111ittcc 011 l"t)ads! brul~cs, nnd 11~ri·1e.s . 

. .\. hiil for the relief of the professional 1nen nf .Anstin; read 
li:;t nnd 2d tirz1e:;;, and 011 111otion of 1..11· Scott: reti.:1Te<l tu 1:.;.;111-
1nittcc ou public l:t11d8. 

ORDEI1S OF TUE DAY. 
On lnotinn of' ~lt· P~tt1ncr, a. bill st1pplc;nent11ry to llic act of 

AL.u·<:h 13 lS·tS, better defiuing the 1uarital ricrlltS t.1f per~ous, 
au<l the rc'purt uf the j uJ icinry ~ounni ttee, oH".lri ~b a1nend1nents, 
t•) the san1e '"as t:1J..:c11 up-rt.!nd 1 <i1Hl the nrne11dn1cnts adopted 

)Jr Palnu:r then o!fCrl!tl tile fullcni,·ing an1end1nc11t. 
f'ec. Stii. 'l'Jiat llie liu>b~rncl or \\ ife may by last will :ind 

tcstn111e11t1 gi\·c to t!tc survirin~ linsln111c.l 01· \\'ifc the pu\Yer tu 
keep !tis or her s:epn.ratc prl)perty together, nutil snc:l1 tin1c ns 
i:ac/J of r11c sever;d licir13 slinll bccotne of l1ni,·f'ul n:{c. nnd t() 

111ana;.:re nnd control tlie sa111ei nuder the p1\n·isir1ns ~if tlii:; act 
:111d sucl1 <1ther ro.-;trict.io11s :is 11lH.J' be iniposed by \rill. 

~'Ir Burrong-lis oftCred tlte t0ilo\ving as an ainendrnent to the 
a1nendruent, prCJ\'idecl the survivi11g- liusb:uid or n·ifC is the father 
ur 111otlier as tht! case 1n!l.'' be, of the rninor hei!'O; adopted. 

l\Ir Scott vlf'el'ed the follo\\'in~ as an a1Be11d1ncJ1t: 
l}ro\"idcd that any child or heir enlitled to a11y part of said 

property, shall nt any ii1ne1 upon becn1ning of age, he entitled 
to rccei\·c hiB tlistrihntive share of said estate-n.doptcd. 

J\lr P,1J1ner'8 au1e11<l1ne11t ns a.111c1Hlcd \Vas then adopted. 
L\Jr \Vhit.c llh)\·ed to nu!crHl Uy insel't.ing nfrer the 'vord 1:hns

h11nd'' \Yliere,·er it occurs, the \\'Ords '·or 'rife;" rejected :u1d 
lJ.1ll or<lerc<l tv he erurrossetl. 

On motion of Mr Pnlt11er, the rnle was suepentled, the bill 
rend 3u ti111e uud passed. 

1\ 111essnge \V'US recei\·cd fro1n the l·lonsc infor1ning- the Sen~ 
nte that tl10 Honse had passcfl o. bill originating in the Jlousc: 
t•.1 regnlnto the session of the Snpre1nc Court. 

Ou motion of Mr Pi>tter, the hill was taken np and reau lai 
n11d 2d tiincs nnd a1nendcd as fuHows: 
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1st-After the wo.,] February in the 2d line·of the 2u sectiQn, 
insert the \\·orUs eighteen hnnd_red and fifty~si~·- . 

2d-lnsert the word May, before the word continued, in tb0 
.:ld 1ine ofsa1ne section. 

3d--ln 3U lino of san1e section, strike out nine, nnd inEert 
ten. 

4th-Tu 2d line of 3d section, strike out third, and insert 
fourth. 

5th-1\Jtcr figures 1856, in sarnc liuo of sa1nc sect-ion, insert 
"nnc1." 

Mr Pn.ln1cr then moved to n.1nend. by adL1ing the follo\ving as 
t1h sectivn: 

Sec. 4th-All appeals nntl \\Tits of error and other vvrits ro· 
turnable to cit.her the Gn.lv\!Sll.1n 01· 't'vl'-'.l' Branche$ of said Su
pre1nu Cun rt, shall Oo return a Ole to ti;c lt~rn1s 1!8 e:Jtnblishcd Ly 
t11is act-adopted. · 

1'h.c rule \\'1l8 then e.nspendcd, hill re<1.d :kl tin:e. and pn.:i:;ed. 
The ti11lo\ri11g hills "·ere scYertilly read a third t1u1e aaJ 

passed. 
A bill to chanp;c the names of Martl1a McDonald nnd John 

1\lcDorrnlJ to ~hut!ra McDonald :Uatcman and John McDonalll 
Uatc1n1u1. 

A bill to restore lands sold for taxes and purchased by tho 
State, to the for;11tir o'vner~, 011 certain conditions. Aud 

A hil\ to anthvrize Glover \VeHs lo construct a brilft?e across 
the East I;\>rkl.of 1'l'inity ri,·cr-passed un:,it1i1nously." 

On motiu11 uf Mr MeC11Jloch, the l>ill for the relief ot' th1 
Buft'alo -Bayon, l~ruzu~ f\.!i(l C1.ilur;\<l~) llail,vay co1npnny an-..\ 
lheir n.s-signees, in certain cnset', \vns taken up . 

.1\Ir 'rctylur, of _Fan11i11 1 ofi:ered a sn'Lstitute for tlie hill. 
Ott tnotion of ll[t· 1fc{~u1Ior.h, the bill and substitute \\'Cl"IJ 

l'ostponed till Mu11day next, 17th in•t. 
1-tlr Allc1i, t;Jiainnan of tileco1n111ittec on ('llr<Jllcd bills, 1n;idc 

the fldlo\vi11g report. 
Thejuint co1111nittee on enrf!llcd Uill~ lia\-~c cxarnined a bill 

entitled ''an n.l;t to incorpurato l'o\Yder I-lorn Bayon and .Mata
~urdn. 1Jny dredging co1npany, and find the sa1ne correctly en~ 
l'vllc<l, properly sigucd, a11d tl1ia day suh1uitted to the Governor. 

On mutiun of lih Taylor, uf Cass, 1he Senato adjourned till 
;.; p ~lf. 

3 O'Clock, P. M. 
Scno.tc met-Roll called-Quorum pr<iSent. 
'!'he first reading of the Co<lc of Civil proccdnro was resn!'ncd. 
Mr .i\.rmstrong, by request \Vas excused fro1n tlie com1nittao 

on couutit-a nn<l connty bonndnri6l. 
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On motio11 of Mr Tnylor, of Cass, the Senate ndjonrned nn 
1il 10 o'clock, Monday morning. 

MoNDAY Mommw, I 
December 17, !S55. \ 

The Senate wns called to order by the President pnrsuaut to 
odjonrnment. Prnyer by the Chnplnin-roll cnlled-quoram 
iircsent. 

The Jonrnal of Snrnrday rend nnd adopted. 
~Ir Grir11es presented the pe1i1ion of Martin Clarke; referred 

to the corn1ni1tce on privnte 1n11d clni1ns, 110. 2. 
J!r Caldwell presented the pelilion of !he heirs of Orrunn lo· 

gan n.ud othe:·s; referred to co1nr11ittee on public lnncls. 
~lr 'r:1}rlor of J-fon3ton, presented the petition of Jnne }~inch; 

referred ln the cn1n1nit1cc on private !and c{ain1s, l\O. 1. 
llr il!cDade presented !he memorial of the citizens of Inde

pendcnct-:-IO\V111 nsking relief; referred to the con1mittec 011 
State nffiii rs. 

l\1r ··11aylor ofl-;-i;innin, presented the petilion of J,. f). Rainey. 
:ind of R. ,\lders.Hl; referred lo the conJnliltec on pri\'nte laud 
i.:lai1ns, no. l. 

~\[r \VliitP. presented lhP. 1ne1norial of \Vm. ]f. Covk~; referrr,d 
lo tl1e Judici<1rv cnn1n1i1t"c. 

1\'lr J-lill. pref;-enlcd the petition of If. I~cdbeth~r, nsking for 
320 ncres nf laud; referred to the con11r1iace ou pri \'ntc l<t1Jc~ 
claims 110. l. 

Mr Wlllte prcecnted tho petition of Rob!. J. Caruthers, and 
Jo~eph H. Beck; referred to the co1nn1itteu on the .Jndiciary. 

Mr Brynn presented tire pe1i1ion ot ,J. IJ. Herndon and l\lik• 
]\[. 11.irch, repre~entntives of the estate of IJond a11d I~uskc; re
ferred to the co111n1ittee 011 rlai111s n11d nceonnls. 

i\:Ir ·Palmer presented the pe1iti1Ju of David Co\c; referred to 
the cotnnlittee on Stnte nft~lir~. 

A n1essa~e \Vas received fron1 the Iiot1se1 inforn1ing the Senate 
that the Honse had concurred in the umend111c111s of t!ie Senate 
10 n }louse hill, to regulate rhe :sessiou of tile SupreniP. Court:
A1s intorining tlie Sonnti.:! of th~ nppoi11rn1ent by the lion~e, of a 
select t.•01nnl1ttee, coo1posed of Messrs. Charlton, Nichols, 
Adrian, \Vest nod J)nrden of Gonzale.", to act \Vith a like cotn· 
mittee from the Senate, to make nrrnnge1ncnrs for 1he i11nng11r:1. 
ti on of the Governor nnd Lieut. Go\.-ernor elect. Also that tlic 
House haJ rnssed a Senate bill to change the 6th nnd 9th J ndi
ciary District and define the time ol' holding Gourts !herein. 

Mr Armstrong presented the petition ot William 'fasser and 
01hero; refert'ed to committee on Military affairs. 


